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The Berlin Trial Balloon.
The neutrnl world, ns welt ns the

Kntento Allies, would llko to believe

that the overtures of the Teutonic
l'owcra for pence were Inspired by n
righteous purpose to bring the war
lo an end on terms honorable nnd
Just to all participants and holding
the assurance. Hint Industry nnd civi-

lization could be resumed with no

fear that the sword would be drawn
again on any pretext.

At the season when peace on earth
and good will toward men should be
the unlvcrsul sentiment, ns It is where
the horrors of war are not known,
It would seem n monstrous thing to
trifle with the agony in the souls of
the unfortunate people of Europe, to
propose a resort to peace negotiations
with no Intention of entering upon
them with honest resolution nnd In a
spirit of compromise, but with design
to effect by parley what has not been
gained by victory.

The approaches to the Vatican nnd
the neutrnl Governments could hnve
been made before, slnco long consid-

eration of n purpose to negotiate is
professed nnd nn enrller overture Is
cmphnslzed; but not until the

campaign ended with the oo
capntlon of Bucharest and the Brit-
ish nnd French Governments were
reconstructed to carry on the wnr
with greater vigor was the proposal
launched. It will be remembered,
too, that the way was prepared by
an Intimation to the German teoplc
that there would lie Joyful tidings
for them before Christmas. The psy
chological and political effects of the
overture were duly considered, also
the dramatic character of It. There
can lie no doubt of that. As the news
was given to the world the German
Kaiser bombastically commanded his
troops to light on.

The Governments of the Entente
Allies cannot refuse with good grace
to consider definite proposals formu-

lated by the Teutonic I'owcrs, but
there must be a scepticism lu Paris
and Loudon and Pctrograd about the
good faith of sta'tcsmcn who approach
the subject of peace In so peculiar n

fashion, and it grave doubt that It will
be possible to come to terms with
tbeni terms that can I acceptable
to allies who have solemnly pledged
themselves to stand together to make
an end of FrusMitn militarism and to
secure the rights of the smaller na-

tionalities.

Sound Doctrine From a New Judge.
Mr. Justice f'LARKU of Ohio Is the

Intent appointment to the bench of the
.Supreme Court of the United States.
He wrote the opinion of that tribunal
in the case decided on December 1 In

which the United States sued the
Northern 1'iiclllc Itallroad Company to
recover iieualtles for Its failure
on five eueeosslve days to file with the
interstate Commerce Commission t

report of violations of the d

Hours of Service act. The full text of
the opinion Is now at hand anil It
contains some observations worthy of
the highest commendation,

A rule of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, which has tho force of
litw. requires railroad companies to re-

port under oath, within thirty days
after tho end of each mouth, all

when- - employees have been on
duty for ii loliger period thiiu that
prescribed by the Hours of Service act,
which lu this particular case was six-

teen hours.
It appeared that five employees of

tho Northern Pacific Itallrond Com-

pany In North Dakota were called out
nt 8:1(1 o'clock P. M. tin October 20,
Hill, to lake charge of a wrecking
train. On arriving at the place whero
they had been directed to report, they
were told that thelrVervlces would not
bo required Immediately and wero In-

structed lo rt'Kirt again at thlrty-llve- .

minutes vast lo on the same evening.
During this Interval of waiting they
Iierfurmed no service "save that they
kept nllw- - the lire lu the engine during
the wild period." At 10::in P. M. they
started on a freight train trip which
by reason of accidental delays did not
terminate until fifteen minutes nftcr 1
o'clock the next afternoon.

From these fads It was obvious thnt
If their employment were deemed to
begin nt 8:10 P. M the hour when
they nero called, the-- live men were

maged In service for wventeen hours
nnd five minutes, whereas If their tour
of duty dlil not commence till H)::ir
P. M when tlio freight train actually
started, they lml lieeu employed less
than sixteen hours.

The officers of tho railroad eomnnii
took the latter vluw nnd ih.mhn

mode no report of the Incident. Their
good faith In doing so Is not ques
tioned. The prosecuting ofllcers repre-
senting the Government, however, In-

sisted that the statutory limit had
been exceeded nnd sought n Judgment
of $000 for forfeiture; although, as
Mr. Justice Clarke points out in bis
statement of the facts, "If the for-

feitures of $100 n tiny prescribed by
the law for each day of failure to flic
a proper rcimrt were allowed, the
amount of recovery by the Government
would be $28,000 and It Is only by
grace of tho public officials that the
claim in the. suit wna not for this
amount Instead of for $500."

The District Court in North Dakota
rendered Judgment against the North
ern Pacific Itallrond Company, but H
was reversed by the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals, nnd the
Judgment of reversal has now been
sustained by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

The Supreme Court holds that nn
omission caused by nn honest mistake
with respect to a genuinely doubtful
case does not constitute n violation of
the law. "Innocent mistakes," my
Mr. Justice Clarke, "made in report-
ing facts where the circumstances arc
such that candid minded men may
well differ In their conclusions with
respect to them should not be punished
by exacting penalties except where
tho express letter of the statute so
requires, and we conclude that the
section under discussion contains no
such requirement."

Iteferrlng to the fact that the Gov
ernment officers had sued for only one- -

fifty-sevent- h part of the penalties
which would have accrued under their
theory of the law, Mr. Justice Clark r
says this should make the court reluc-
tant to hold that Congress Intended to
exact n punishment so disproportion-
ate to the offence. He adds:

"Statutes should be construed, as f.ir
aa possible, so that thefte subject to their
control may, by reference to their terms,
ascertain the measure of their duty ana
obligation, rather than that such meas-
ure should be dependent upon the discre-
tion of exccutlvo officers-- , fo the end thai
ours may conllniie to be a government
of tcriffen Icncs rather tkan one of official
grace."

These are brave words, worthy of n
great Judge. Theynugur well for the
future of their author, for they k

n firm comprehension of the un-

derlying principles of American con-

stitutional law. Mr. Justice Clash i:
spends bis summers on the Island of
Nantucket; nnd the words which we
have emphasized indicate unmistak-
ably that he has been u student of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, which prescribes the
complete separation of the three great
departments of the State, legislative,
executive nnd judicial, "to tho end
that it may be a government of laws
and not of men."

Do Not Scrap (be Printing Press.
When the jieople of the country,

who nre served by nn intelligent and
enterprising press, understand the
full significance and effect of the Han-da- ll

amendment to the pot office ap-

propriation bill, which provides that
"all newspaper, magazines and other
publications regularly admitted to the
malls as matter of the second class"
shall In future be classified very
much like hardware, dry goods, and
general produce, thnt Is to say, shall
pay zone rates for transportation, the
nmendment or rider should have short
shrift on the floor of Congress.

It Is proposed that such publications
pay one rent n pound for distances
up to .100 miles, two cents a iKiund up
to (lot I miles, three cents n pound up
to l.tXKl miles, four cents it pound up
to miles, five cents u pound up
to 1,500 miles, mill c cents for more
than 1,800 miles.

This Indefensible nnd heavy tax
would be n check upon the dlsscmlna
tlon of news, useful Information, lit-
erature, and the discussion of public
affairs lu print ; In effect an embargo
upon enterprise, for there Is ninny
a newspaper and mngazlne, nlrendy
crippled by the high cost of paper and
of other materials, that could not
stand the nddltlnnal burden nnd
would hnve to curtail the service It
now renders to readers distributed
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
Some minor but valuable publications
would no doubt bine to stop their
presses altogether.

It Is a prosieet not to be endured
by the American people, who hue
nlways prided themselves upon their
excellent newspapers and magazines
and the facilities provided by the
Government for the circulation of
them lu the malls. The present flat
rate Is bnsed upon n principle that
the diffusion of printed Intelligence Is
n duty of the Government, jierformeil
for the general welfare. Possibly the
post office may not always or every
where make money out of the trans
portatlon of newspapers and period!
cals, but that Is really of minor Im
portance: for the product of tlx
printing press Is Indispensable to good
government. Itctter that the books
shnll show no profit than that the
printing press shall be sernpiied.

Wo observe that Mr. HanBall's
rider stipulates that there shall be
no change lu the "free lu county'
circulation; that Is to say, the conn
try newspaper will be carried free In
tho county of publication. This must
be highly satisfactory to the author
and champion of the amendment : the
Hon. Ciiaw.kk Hikam Ua.ndai.i. of
tho Ninth California district, Is pub
Usher sud editor of the lliyhlnnd
I'ark Hewitt of I,i is Angeles, a local
weekly with a circulation of 1,200
copies. We observe, Ion, that

Hi'ui.i.min has asked
fur delay until li am be nsccrtnli.od
what effect r.oiio rutoa would Iiavi
upon agricultural publication Nol
so uUvfffM au effect, ut court, us

upon newspapers and miscellaneous
publications.

Now, wo undertake to say thnt If
the fnrmers of the country could bo
polled they Would declare with unn-nlmtt- y

against embarrassing nnd pro-

hibitive mall rates for their fnvorlte
newspapers nnd magazines. What
greater boon than these cheap publi-

cations do the farmers of the country
enjoy? Itctter scrap the Randall
rider thnn scrap the printing press,
Mr. BURLK80N.

Old Men.
We congratulate tho Chicago busi-

ness men who havo had the moral
courage to flout the superstition which
writes down men of 45 ns old nnd un
fit for business, nnd hnve opened their
counting rooms nnd offices to employ-
ees gray nbovo tho ears. They have
defied the universal regulators and the
great god standardization, and their
reward will be efficient service from
those whom they have retrieved from
the human scrap heap.

Of the numerous ridiculous things
done by the fanatical adherents of sys
tem, nothing is more preposterous than
their solemn decision thnt 40, or 45,r
"0 years mark the end of nn employ
ee's usefulness, nnd tbnt a mnn who
nt any of thcec nges seeks work Is by
his lack of a Job exposed as incompe-
tent nnd useless. Neither experience
nor observation Indorses their theory.
Every day sees men young nt CO set
examples of endeavor and accomplish
ment to men old nt .10. Some men
never grow old. Others never know
the Joys of youth.

The dead line of 4,", if that Is the
age pitched on by the highly recom-!ense- d

students of other persons' af
fairs. Is the subterfuge and refuge of
lazy employers. In large establish
ments It has the support of jienslon
and retirement funds which must not
lie overburdened If they nnd the busi-
nesses nre to survive. Hut when the
Judgment Is not Influenced by consid-
erations wholly dissociated from the
capacity of the workers, the imposi
tion of the dead line Is grotesque.

A Shortage In Pearls.
The 'yield of American penrls Is

small this year; not even ns much ns
a third of the yield of n normal sea
son, according to the estimate of col-

lectors. It may be a cruel disillusion-
ment to say so. but the fact Is that
the pearl crop has been affected, like
the wheat and oat crops, by it late
spring and high waters.

Persons who have Imagined that
their pearls came from thnt mysteri
ous, romantic region east of the Suez
will bo surprised to know that they
may really have come from some
where lu the middle AVest. The
dreamer who saw In the Iridescent
hues of a valued pearl the depths of
the South Seas mny find only the
muddy bottom of the Wabash, and
Instead of swarms of half naked Orien
tals on a dhow, only some lazy, pa
tient soul floating along a shallow
Arkansas stream In n flat boot.

In reality the value of the pearl In
dustry of this country Is about JII.OOO.-00-

Including everything. Jewels of
worth and small white shirt buttons.
Several valuable penrls were found
this season lu Indiana and Illinois
streams, one gem taken from the
Ohio sold for $CO0, a day's fishing in
Southern streams yielding more than
$1,000, nnd the value of ten years fish-

ing in Wisconsin rivers wns estimated
at ?2.10,0tK). A New Jersey stream
once yielded a pearl for which Em
press El'ukmk paid $2,500. These
are all plain, matter of, fact details,
but they tend to show that America
also produces pearls ; jioarls, too, which
are not to be scorned.

The report of the shortage coming
Just at this season, when there were
reasonable expectations- - of gifts of
strings of pearls and pearl necklaces,
will naturally have n depressing ef-

fect. Hut It will perhaps furnish an
explanation why the present wns not
forthcoming. The season may be bet-

ter next year mid pearls so common
as to be almost vulgar.

What the world would like to see Is
a peace that rmsscth all mlKiinrier.
standing.

The Knlser mtint fin niirileil liv ilm
fact that the Almlehtv hn en HI t.t
reduce the potato crop of Germany
more man uu per cent, under last
year's yield,

Kngland rnmnlalns that liltrh
are lowering her birth rate. This may
indicate a menace for the remote fu-
ture, but it is preferable to the In-
crease In largo families that Invariably
results from poverty. France, the
thriftiest of nations, Is always worried
(ibout her birth rate.

All history shows that the men tvlin
make war inevitable uro imnotent in
make peace permanent, Are the peo
ples or Lurope to have representation
at tho conference table?

Inquiries Into the high cost of living
with hundreds of witnesses giving tes.
timony, all of which must be pub-
lished, bid fair to exhaust completely
the scant' supply of print paper.

The announcement thnt Cardinal
(iiuiioNs Is the oldest Dishop, lu point
of service, of the Itoman Catholic
Church recalls the fact that both lie
and his predecessor of llaltliuore. Car-
dinal McCMiHKKY.'were made Hl.shops
at the early age of 31, Cardinal (im-pon- s

was born In 1S34, tho year of
John McCloskkv's ordination as a
priest. The latter was made a Car-
dinal lu IS7(, when be wuh 6fi; Arch-
bishop (iiDiui.vs received bis hat lu
issil, when be was M, He has lieen a
Cardinal thirty years, a Hlshop forty-eig- ht

years, a priest fifty-fiv- e years.

A war unprecedented!)- - dreadful
must be followed by a peace unprece-denteill- y

permanent.

To such bh may be tempted to leuve
this poor town for the gold Melds of
Nevada wo offer the aina.lng figures
of the Income tux collectors. In all
Nevada, If men nre honest, there is no
person with more than ISO.OOO a year;
mid oiily four have more than f20,000,
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Why, even in Kansas there are two
persons with incomes above $200,000;
ono of theso probably Is A Certain
Itlch Man.

Berlin officially notifies Washington
that tho Ilelglans are happy. We may
learn presently that tho Poles, Ru
manians and Lithuanians nro Indulg-
ing In dances, picnics, dinner parties
and Joyous national games.

Members of tho Society for the Pre
vention of Useless Giving are strangely
quiet this season. But tho Hpugs bad
a reasonable foundation for tho forma-
tion of their organization. They should
not allow prosperity to interfere with
their praiseworthy crusade.

What has New Freedom "to say to
Europe's New Slavery?

NOISE.

The psychopathology of noise Is
considered by Dr. A. A. Drill In a
paper printed In the New York

Journal, Ho tells us that the
tendency of people, to bo noisy where
noise is unnecessary is most Intimately
connected with the wish for rest and
calm. As alcohol Is used to deaden
worry, "so music nnd Its spurious part,
noise, act as strong human nurcotl;
they control tho painful tension of
conscious thinking and paralyze it
when It becomes dangerous." What
music does for most intellectual per-
sons, noise does for the masses. Dr.
Drill knows a musical genius who Is
engrossed with futuristic music, but
who Is kept awake, when In the coun-
try, by whlppoorwllls and crickets.
Many foes of nolso nre themselves
noisy. John Stuart Mill, who bated
noise, hired n boy to lwut a drum to
stimulate his thoughts while be
worked. Hegel finished a great work
amid the thunder of c.innon on the
eve of Jena. Dickens, who edited an
antl-nols- e pamphlet, could not stay
away from noisy London for more
than a few weeks: the loncsomepcas
of the country caused him headache,
anxiety nnd dizziness. "He evidently
possessed so much animal spirit," says
Dr. Urlll. "that ho needed a constant
nervous stimulant where u more doll-ra- te

person would need a sedative."
Carlyle worked in a soundproof studio
in secluded Chelsea, but his own loud
rhetoric annoyed his neighbors. Dar-
win said of blm: "That unbearable
man sat for three hours and talked
to me continuously about 'the sacred
force of dlcnce.' "

Dr. Drill explains the loudness of
Wagner's music on the ground that
"it had its origin In bis stormy child-
hood and dealt with Primitive Infantile
feelings."

TRANSPORTING FOOD.
Railroad Equipment Declared to Be

Inadequate to Public Need.
To Tnc llDiTon or The Su.s Sir; The

railroads are common carriers, but In
practice they place an embargo on the
small shippers of perishable products.

The roads own very few refrigerator
cars and depend on the big meat pack-
ing Arms and fruit associations for such
cars, nor do they provide freight cars
with heating facilities for safe trans-
portation In the winter season of prod-
ucts liable to be frozen.

This tends toward monopoly and
sgalnst the shipper who handles less
than car lots'.

L'nder present practices milk Is
shipped from a distance by the big dis-
tributing linns who provide their own
Ice to keer the milk cool, and the ship-
per who wishes to ship ten cans of milk
Is prevented from so doing because tha
railroads do not supply Iced cars for
perishable products.

On the other hand shippers of fruit
and vegetables In the winter season are
obliged to line and heat the cars at an
added expeno In order to prevent freez-
ing In transit, and this feature places
an embargo on the person who ships In
lew than carloads.

Railroads should be obliged to fur-
nish Iced cars In the summer and prop-
erly heated cars In the winter for the
safe transportation of perishable, food
product and should be held responsible
for their safe transit,

if, F. niLt.CTTC.
PonT Washinc.tos", December J.

PENAL REFORM IN TEXAS.

Her Treatment of Ciiuvlrts Has
llren Modified.

To tub KniTon or Tub Sun .sir.- - Your
excerpt from a report of tho Investigat-
ing committee of the Texas Legislature
is headed "How the .State of Texas
Works Its Convicts at Farming on

J Shares." That condition prevailed seven
ears ago.
The penitentiary system of Texas h.n

been considerably lefnrmed under the
Colirultt and Ferguson administrations,
but It has not been "softened" to such
au extent as to pleaso those who desire
criminals to know only creature com-
forts and uplift, and forset punitive and
correctional put poses.

We have not "spilled over" In Texas,
but wo are not so cold as your heading
Indicates, nor dees tho cruel and b.ir-baio-

punishment of Hum prevail In
our present penitentiary regulations.

.1. M. Kiiiwi.v.
La I'onTB, Tex., December 7.

A Noble Offer.
The IwrsUr U1lle,l at the man irlinje

llull.e
He'd enteml at itml of nltht;

"My lienrt the lirart of n harmless
moue,"

He faU, "and e' Mop the flcht.

"Your window was open. I thought that
you

Were polntlne a sun nt me.
And si I ill.I h lmt the ilarlnar an.

And I've won jl bis victory.

"I've gnthheil mine loot from your price.
If plore,

Hill yuu'e hit me a trrrllile ,liw ;
And I've got your sn.it, im I koep tlir score,

Hut I'll C'i If )iu'll let inn fa
"I'll take the mr, a n burglar 'should

Willi's Hllurkrd .It ths tight of core;
And I iniiii,e i,fi that, If ok' II nnw he

K""d,
I'll liiirclarlzr jmi nn innir.

"I sin ntlnled with Hie t1ifncsi stand.
Hut Miu'le fnnUalily full of prp;

I'm ihlldllke un nnd my smile Is hland,
And I'm taking a nnble step.

"The neutral world will npptauil what I
Am iiiukliur a ntmeinent for;

I'm strong for peare uud I .ink you why
Vou love In ninke wiinton war.

"You my tlinl n burglar cannot repent,
Hut why wa mir window r.il.eil?

And liuw eould I know what ou really
meant ?

When )uii hit iu I nn anuized.

"If nn striigal on ami nti will not lire,)
The lote tli.it l In my hearl.

The more yon hlff uie and uuike me tdetd,
The further we'll it f L apart.

"Bo let us parley and I'll reliilu
The swap- Ihftl I've swiped from )ou

I'll keep what I wauled and loot again
When It'a time for inure derrlng do."

S E. y. V, Z.

FOR SERIOUS BREATHERS.
Timely Thonghts for Earnest Con.

tamers of Oxygen.
To tub Kditor of The Bun filr: The

talk about night air and open windows
Is of Interest to all who are fond of
breathing.

it Is now many years since night air
was taken up socially and admitted to
the most exclusive households. There
nro still a few believers hi tho sun who
like to have tho air warmed, dried,
cleaned and lighted while the earth Is
moving on tho sunny Mdo of the street.
In a city tho soot nnd dust settle down
ut night. As the pavements release
tlirlr beat the damp exhalations of gar-
bage cans nnd gutters flont sluggishly
up but this Is a lack of reverence for
the night air religion. The object merely
Is to beg you to help along tho Walk to
Work movement oven inoro than the
Open Window cult.

Anybody, except lu a rullmnn car,
ran open u window, but how innti can
walk five miles a day? Knougli air
ought to come In ut right to keep up a
circulation and keep down the tempera-
ture. The system takes up oxygen as It
needs It In Its business. Cats and iIoks
when asleep bury their noses under thick
fur: birds smother their heads under
their wings.

What's tho use of shovelling coal Into
the furnace when tho dampers are
closed? Is thero any way to get oxygen
In and to shake the clinkers out except
by steady, moderato exercise? Jo to the
gymnasium of tho New York Athletic
Club when tho members are playing
hand tennis or trotting resignedly
around a track, and observe how many
are addressed ns "Doctcr." Pills for the
patients ; sweat for tho doctors.

Hardening arteries arc getting to lie
a lazy man's excuse. Decent investiga-
tors nnd that thickening of the arteries
is common In children. Ilcrmlone may
announce nny day thnt nrterles are
going out. Legs are coining In. Old
age Is the habit of sitting still. A man
Is as old ns his legs.

Sweat may be the answer also to the
salt problem. The animals that look to
nature for medical advice depend upon
salt as great stuff. The porcupine
laboriously devours the axe handle for
the salt ubsorlied from tho hand of the
lumberjack. The pet fawn licks tha
hand of Its mistress for the same ro-
mantic reason. Whales don't seem to
be stunted. They attribute their
longevity to living in the briny deep.
On the other hand your correspondent
argues plausibly about the pickling ef-

fect of rait. The man who tnkes rfo
exercise except at the dinner table and
who smothers everything In salt Is put-
ting himself In a pretty pickle. Dvery
mnn his own park barrel.

The only way to settle these things
Is by rials on the diet squad plan. Pick
two groups of serious breathers- - or
eaters and find which live longer and
with less discomfort for themselves and
cithers those who believe thnt bouses
were meant for shelter or those who
rleep on the roof with sleet raging across
their stomachs : those who live on salt
or those who live without It: a squad
ot perpetual smokers or a podfut of Dr.
Pease. Kiiwin W. Sanborn.

New York, December 13.

THE NEGRO SUSPECT.

Is the Presumption of Dalit Always
Agnln-- t Him?

To Tits 1'PiTor. or Tub Scn .Sir. The
news paragraph In The Scn with

to the Telper murder sas that
five persons allege that they saw a
negro loitering in tho vicinity of the
murder, and theiefort the conclusion Is
reached that a negro committed the
crime. This Is only Important If true
and reminds me of a story.

Many cars ago an Itinerant negro
preacher, on bis way to fill an engage-
ment at a camp meeting, passed through
a small town in one of the Southern
States about dusk and found himself
face to face with au uproar. Somelwdy
had stolen a hog. The parson was ar-
rested on suspicion, though thete was
no evidence ; but be was most unfor-
tunately In the neighborhood from
whence the hog was stolen. He was
haled Into ihe local court, tried and

The Judge In his summing up of
the case said that only two thlngn were
necessary to convict: (1) proof that a
hog was stolen, CI) that there was a
"nigra lu the. n.iborhood." This i tiling
may not have been In accordance with
tho rules of evidence. It Is manifest
that It was clearly In accord with the
prevailing Idea of a certain tpc of white
people that all negroes are criminals.

The live witnesses who lire sure that
they saw a negro In the neighborhood
of Mrs. Telper's home may be mistaken.
The alleged neRro In this case, as lu
other eases which have come to public
notice in recent years, may have been
a white man blacked up. Would these
live witnesses positively swear that they
saw a real negro in tlie vicinity, and
could they identify him If he s appre-
hended" .Ioiin U, llnt'ci.

New York, December 13.

THE LITTLE NECK.

An Allegation That It la Not Named
for the Long Island Town.

To the llniTou of Thk Si n Kir: Your
editorial aillcle asks, "Why 'Utile peck'
and not 'blue iut".' The clam's nack
Is not little any more than the point of
the oyster Is blue."

Illue I'olut ami l.lttle Neck are both
towns on I ."lie island, but while n.xstrrs
ftom the former ale mined after the
town, hard clams uie called little necks
because soft clams have necks .Omul
four limes as long mid are known as
long necks. AitTKMAS Warp.

New York, Det ember 13.

POOR BROOKLYN!

Shall Her People Lose the I'se of Ihe
Siihwu) ?

To Tin: IliMTOi; oi' Tim Sl'N .Sic; As
a citizen of llronklyn protest again"!
using both express Iraiks in the Man-I-

tan-il- l ou-- iiolil i li suliwav I'm ninth
' I mind Iralllc In the owning and for

'oiinth bound I in Uie in (lie morning.
If thin were done, hnw should I got to
and f i oin work?

I loc the proponent (of thW Inleie.llng
plan know there arc only two tracks to
llrmihHn'.' Kinus C. Ul'.NTT.

llr.ooKi.TN, December 13,

Obvious.

T.i'tiik Km run in' Tim St'.v sir: u
Is perfectly obxloiis from the Herman
IHil.-'lh.- they tele winning. Tl'n winner
Is alw.iys anxious for peine, Is he not ?

II the .Miles weie winning the way Ihe
(lermans are I hoy would probably want
peace too, IUI nil DcNIU..

Aiii.INiiton, N. .1., December 13,

Knlrrtalnlng Nnrlli llak.da liural,
'rem fse UralAttpr fttanihml.

Mrs .tnhnum nrrlwd tlie .nt of th
wek frinii rcuid. where -- he lei- - been
iiu.klng her hmue she will rook Im .1, II
Ven Ilnllen and visit with friends before
returning.

A CARD.

From a Former Itestdent of William
Street, This Island.

To tub lioiToR or Tun Sun Hir: My
attention has been called to the report
of an address on schoolboy heroes by
Dr. Thomas S. llaker at Cooper Union
in which he raid :

Captain Kldd has been auppl.tntrd by
Hie stealthy submarine captain who ameits
rather of the engine rcom aml lslka In
termi of hnrse-powr- r than In the tory
dialect ot tha claaitctil pirate.

l'asslng over the "gory dialect," which
of courr.o 1 never used, 1 desire to say
that the tchoolhojs aro not going to
gain much morally by putting me aside
in favor of submarine captain?. 1 did
my fighting on the deck.

llaily In tha war I saw Admiral Lord
Fisher quoted as saying thnt If be cap-

tured a submarine be. would hang the
crew from his' yardnipi; he believed
that fighting under water was beynrnl
the rules of war. In my time tie icile
of national murals was' c.'en tlernr
than that : they hanged me, w tl out
benefit of counsel, for lilttlu? a mutineer
on the bead with n hucktt. But r.ow
are extinct not onl; my etlili's, but Lord
Flsher'r. A submarine cnnninnJer dote
as he likes and nothing Is done nl.o'it
It: particularly In the country v.here
youth Is said to have abandoned ir.e as
a hero. -

Tlracy, once stained only with com-
mercialism, seems to have gone (I have
special permission to us the metaphor)
to tha devil. William Kidu.

Hades, December 11.

WAYS OF THE GYROSCOPE.

An Explanation by One Who Knows
the (iyro and the (Hmbal.

To the HniTon or The Sun Sir: In
regard to the letter on "Ways of the
(yroscope" I would like to correct the
Impression made by Its writer that "there
Is some question as to the dependability
of the gyroscope as a stabilizer for aero-
planes." In the first place the gyro
wheel or rotor used Is so smalt that It
could never produce a gyroscopic move-
ment of sufficient size to produce stabili-
zation by direct forces. The gyroscope
Is simply used to produce s constant
plane nbout which all other bodle s move,
namely, the machine Itself. If the wheel
were mounted In double gimbals the
aeroplane could loop the loop or make
any other movement and the revolving
wheel would neer move out of Us origi-
nal plane. In the case of the aerop'.nnt
the gyro wheel is so mounted that th
least movement of the aeroplane out of
the plane It is travelling In causes
the closing of an electric circuit and
through other apparatus the planes are
warped and t lie machine brought back
to Its original position when the cir-
cuit Is broken. Two gyros are usually
employed, one for "rolling" and one for
"pitching.' The hand controls are wired
In with the gro control in such a man-
ner that they may be used Independently,
that Is, manually or electrically. This
rellees the operator of severe fatigue
and his time may be expended more
profitably on things other than the mere
operating of the machine. The gyro con-
trol has to be cut out when any fancy
flying Is done.

The writer questions "whether the b.ance wheels of the engines have not on
the same nrlnclnle t.iken th mntrnl ,,e
the machine away from the operator."
If he will look Into the matter he will
find very light wheels used, due to th
multiple cylinders and the propeller act-
ing as a flywheel, The trouble Is right
there ; the gyroscopic force produced by
the propeller Is nothing to be sneezed at,
Inventors the country over are nt this
time busily employed In trying to pro-
duce a light and stiong nielnl propeller
to lessen the trouble and to prevent the
recurrence of the fault found at the
Mexican border of propellers drying out
and bursting when speeded up. The pio-pcll-

Is so situated In the aeroplane that
It tends to produce yawing, and if at-

tention Is directed to most of the acci-
dents It will be noted that the entlne Is
usually dead at the time the accident
occurred and of course the gyroscopic
effect of the flywheel "lr not.-- '

S. C Mtkm.
llr.NSONiirr.sT, December 7.

GERMAN PEACE TALK.

It Vitally Concerns Neutral as Well
a Ilelllgerent Nations.

To the Khitoii or The Scn Mr,-
Kcneral principles eeryb.nly

admits that peace l desirable, the most
desirable of all tilings except righteous-
ness. For that is the only thing that
can exalt a nation higher than fighting
for h righteous purpose can. When,
therefore, C.ermany W nady to express
her peace terms In the formula of
righteous deallnys with other uatlnt.a,
that Is the moment when she may count
on tl e support of American public
opinion. Hut there's Helgium!

American public opinion must temem-he- r
that fiermany 1ms revei come to Ilia

scratch on the case of murdeilng Inn or
more American citizens In sinking the
I.ultanla. livery week she Kinks more
and more of our shipping, whereupon our
Department of State Inquires for "fur-
ther details," ns If It were only J mere
matter of getting the record straight.
We never hear anything more of It W
mut remember, also, that our Depart-
ment of Slute Ik nlving ilerinany carte
hlanrhe for her submarine practice
within our waters, and in ruse any sub-
marine of Ciermnii command sinks alien
ships near our coasts our navy promptly
responds In the rtMa of wet nurs to res.
cue the crews that Herman warfare sees
fit to put at the mercy of the wnven,

inis urines me to tne main point, that
In this war ueiilmls li.ixe been so per-
sistently anil so vitally challenged aa to
their right that no pence on terms which
do not include neutral tights as an In-

tegral pa it of the documentary settle-
ment can be regarded as enduring In its
bases and stiucture. I.et there be an

11 round ilghteous peace proposal and
the woild will welcome It as a unit. Hut
a hypocritical peace were worse than a
ten years war. Yorkk I'enn.

New York, December 13.

Neither t.nne Nor Forgotten,
Knh'ker i: eryUnl) ' po h to he

I rilsfd.
Ilncker In. hiding the I'tpei's,

South street,
Tangle nf Mintage nnd ivek nt ur,

Ituiuhle of dr)s ner fllnl) .tunes.
Sawdust trail, in an noz har,

ltuteil ami n m hes' grnans.
Hard red f iren an, I mivwed up eyes,

Hare brawn lahle. nnd ..pen ilirs,
lUiK-.iu- s .limning' and fnod lhat fre,

Hr.ls Im nil wheel, stained cill rlnlh.
ii.. ifc

I'lsh III hln that are .liucelled Ilk. eiial,
1'lnli) mii-II- h. blue, slippery flag.,

Slouch nf tramp, longehnreman'. mil,
Spices sfdlllnr, 'rem torn t.iar.e hags;

Ciate, hex, l.arr.-- l and hale, pell niell,
nilaklnt, reef.rsand dungaree.,

Shrieking sirens that sink and l!
Sil,ireli.M,K hiscars and tuimt riiln....

fl.i.wHed black harnes. four mast, r wide,
I'nntlug tugboats, white rojmrr. tlejt,

HUllmaiil eldevcalk Ills lapping tide,
Una sprite above, you and that's yiiuih,

treetl
Mi mag Uuiait,

i

A STUDY OF PRESENT CONDITIONS IN
THE PAPER MAKING INDUSTRY.

Mr. McPherson, Examines the Causes of Ihe Abnormal I'rlres Nmv I'm.,;,
hit; In (lie World Market.

The Inscriptions carved on stone and
painted on wall of the ancient world
weru seen by pilgrim to monument,
ifmpie unci lomn, wncn me e.vypinwis
pieced togetner tlic inner sni aiis or
papyrus plants there was a medium on
which Inscription by bund could be
transferred from one person to nn- -
other, from one place to another. When
skin of ntilmil was H'fdi eil one! drawn
Into parchment thru was a medium
tm which thu lili'-- of the midl.rvol
lhrir,(:r did nit fade. Impresjlon in
w.V thu harden-- d Into tablet and n
cl..v that h.ldencd Into tilo preceded
pi .nun, iioir cypc. our ciniuccn ui
taiiKbt In th' schools how this inv n- -

the

lion or brln'.ln-- r lias promoted tne cm- - noes inn cirr mm uie oriinann and
fusion of intc illKii.ce, but sildnni l'i umnitipltlou thai is ilcvu-tatl- the
lime I- - tne. part taken I y fare of ijnropn Aside
pasrr. The multiplication of the some I the conrlth rable of sanlbirr

of words demands not paper whlilt Is part or th. mm.
only tvpe for their impression butltary commosarlat, there been no
paper to receive the Impression.

When fibrous material of linen and
cotton was reduced to pulp from which
was eliminated all except pure
fibre that was made Into paper, there
was obtained a medium that enabled
the Indefinite multiplication and wide
dissemination of printed expression, of
engraving nnd etching. I.lncn rags
and then cotton rags composed almost
entirely of pure fibre were similarly
reduced to pulp and made Into paper.
From fibre of plant nnd cast off gar-
ments continues to be made paper of
the highest grades, that used for bank

the went
The very nliunAance in.ilerl.ii

which paiier

from
quantities

urraii-jcnicn- i now- -

lmn

the

notes, for books of account, for ccrtlll- - In the mills of the Cnlted statis h.n
cafes, for the finer editions of books for many years come from the pm c f

and for the correspondence of the fns-- 1 Italy, who.se rag merchants iib'- uii h.
tidlous. This papr when It has served ii'ast off clothing of southern Ilumpe
Its purpose may be repulped and made I For ninny decades the Cniteii
Into paper again and again. The cast has manufactured paper in itMM,ui
ofT clothing of or.n generation through vastly c.Mccding the output of oilur
this metamorphosis mny reappear In countries, Im' Its product has bun
paper that serves the next. pilnclpully for domestic coiiMiniptinn.

The'servlceablllty of paper was ex- - . I'aper has been In Knirland. Oar.
tended when It was found that It could many. Norway. Sweden and Finland,
be made directly from wood. The Its manufacture lias extended in
spruce tree, after the bark has been Canada nnd there has been an increas-strippe- d

ofT. has the peculiar qualities Ins production hi Japan. Of the mills
that adapt It for reduction to pulp and of theso countries virtually none air
the transformation of the residual now available for supplying the needs
fibre Into print paper. 'of other lands except those of Seainli- -

It was In the third qunrter of theinuvla. The mills of Finland nre close.,
nineteenth century that this wood . "" tons a day produced n
came Into extensive use ns the bat-l- 'Canada about 300 are used In tha
material for print paper. In New F.ng-- . country, the remaining Ton tons going
land und the Adlrondaeks nro forests I - F.nglund nnd th- - Cnlted States,
of spruce and waterfalls which afford I'aper Is not made In the l conn-th- e

least expensive power for running ,rlc'" f Hurope, In, Central and South
the machinery of the mills, and nn ade- - America, n Africa, In India, .n China,
quatc nnd accessible supply of water ln Australia or Australasia. Tlui it is

for thn vats and tanks used In the . that the mills of the Cnite.1 S'ai.s
manufacture. In this region are the avc ,M'en called upon to suppl- - p.ii--

mills wherein Is made by far the greater ff,r "''' ' "llr' 'amis to an cvbnt
part of the printing paper used in the hltheito unknown. Needless to iy,

Cnlted States. The patents for manu-- 1 ,lle manufacturers were iitipcp.tt..l.
facture of paper from wood pulp ex- - T,'c supply they have l.-e- able to d

about 1880. Then the cheapened (h,en lieen so Inadequate to m-r- t

processes became available to any one
who would start a paper mill, and the
number of mills rapldlydncreased. Tl?e
rising supply and the falling price of
paper led to 'lie finding of new ways
for Its utilization. There ensued the
era of the popular magazine, the
voluminous Sunday newspaper .mil the
publication of multitudinous books. All
that pertains to Is.okUeeplng. '.ho use
of blank books, blank forms und Index
cards for memoranda, reports and rec- -
erd in factory, store, ollice nnd
library; the tickets, waybills, lank
checks and other indispensable pura- -
phcrnnllu of our modern c IvIIIk ition
have augmented thn consumption of

i paper.
I And so. nlo. ns straw, lute and other

cue .in.w
1,

I c

th- -

llcrco1

Str.
correspondent

not the

ported
,i;,

e to

the

shortcomings

I

cttlilnil

competition prices down
of

Statu

made

n io oaiiHiupicy of
muniiiaciureni. rnen mere t,0
inevitable resort to combination
the attempt to prices aj.
Just the This

. met with indifferent success,
Two years iirii paper 0f

profitable
Then the Kuropean war.

paper begun to coir niul
prices '.o Hut tic- - d. n,.,.,.i
did not the wan Ing
im-.- , n min- - paper w.n
used wads for shotgun", but it

use by the. Mt.gcrents.
The has fallen upon

mills of till eoimii) h
the nations tha' fmmerly

their from countries,
now nt wnr. The wood r.ir found
suitable for transformation p,iQr
grows areas that f(w

apart this
earth, and hut few have
mills for the

manufacture
linen and cotton

the n large pur.
uon o: mo Into

comnmed and
. demand price gon

up by leaps und but even now
the price of print paper l lc- - than

before pulp was
from wood, supply of chemical
pulp made Cnlted States ucd'' supplemented Importations

' from fcandlnuvla. l now
off. the result the

pulp av.HlaMf
this has be mixed In

I smaller proportions 'is
of paper. no

'mve risen, but of
ome grades has deteriorated,

" N the attempt
devise, new the u.o t
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IndlXliiful.lutule ,u

substances of rough ilbre wrought hi Its consumption. I!nndkr he '
into paper by cheapened process there ' that from the departue in t m
was the multiplication of paper boxe, folded In tissue, ,r, in t
paper paper for dainty box with line wrappings sre
ice and eggs, nnd er.iek- - in a liiUie ippiii "'
ers. From cottage the walls Inferior paper. Th" , .

of millions of liotisen were iiilorni'd lishcrs no: long win vied c,
with wall paper. I'aper was inserted t thrlr renders the greatest luu '
within the walls and under carpets paper and printlin; for a p. , i
to deaden sound, drug 'weekdays live on . 'n
that were of box Some of iheni are now imiv. i - . ,

and barrel and by druggist price of the weekda.s iss'ie ri I

grocer now come in packages of dowq the Sunday ' Th
pasteboard with ornate paper lalsdn. publishers r,f th.. ma .,- -
H reetned for a time the to minor ncii.
was once to succeeded by the publisher of bonks ate mmrpaper age. for even the wheels of rail- - ever n ncceptltr- t!

cars were made of strong paper srilpts of nPlr!us author-compresse-

by the hydraulic Xot , ,l(lri,presses. Theie was the prediction that mills um to
would widely supersede bt, tranrdln.-ir- b- i
and metal in construction, us nt .,. oiitaiuable v.mVv.well as silk and wool, cotton and linen epced and skilled the .

for clothing. Although this prediction pnper nial.iiu In ihehas come to pass. Hie use of piper r,,,-- ,.,:, . ,',

has ways useful fan- - The capadu for . mlmi; '.tastle. It may be that In It directing th, , . .

enter Into our eloihlng. B, fMne ,.,..,;.. ,
I'.xperments In (Sernumy have shown . through prolonged tr..:um- - ',that It be fashioned Into soft and Industry, morcov.pliable Knrmeiite. all other Industries , ,.

Our giandfathors treasured the net. to obtain in
sheets of writing paper i tiled in the manual lu'.

with faint lines, and grand- - dexterity .uid hb , ,

,.o..in.-.- ii wrappings or
bundle Hut this generation m

until within recent months

and

tons

from

been

is

is.

t.ng

...

g.irded thu paper of .iall us.. s of en, the rl.-i- dem-in-
negligible gue ear,, Hues of production lu-
lls conservailon. Wrapping Inpaper ntlng on cmmi,,..., ,

lightly cast s more e iHVe to ply of paper .'i iiintliingmanufacture than print paper. This tlon to the dem i.id'
Is because order that It may have .,. .

st.ength ,. .c.uir , g.e.,,..,. pa 't;.Pioportlon "f pulp made coking .I . si- , ,
the wood with sulphite -- what is cm- - T lie .wag. s lev .s 'morclally ns cbenucal pulp. , , ,
less cMienshe process of reiu.lng .,,. ', , J " 'wood to pulp Is by Krlndlng it with .,m . , ,
powerful machines tut., what is Is 1.; .'w ,g T 111 , ,
merelnlly Known as w. ,.,.. . V '

pulp gives ,K,dy , pape'r. Vhemlca. ,'

"Ztr'Z, '

pulp ghes strength finish. They , , ,
1 ' ',;'

are combined In proportions dote,-- . X' ,. w o vol
'

smined by the prospective e ,,. , ','
, V

product.
The production of paper was stimu

lated ..Hill supply fa,- - outstrip,,, d
even the rMendlng demand. There

""' "I'wi ineie wns

1'roleats Against Slater) In Kurope.
ToTiir Kin-ru- orTiti: Sr.s - Vo.u

A. '.. While s.ijs: We
did protest when clerm.ir.a 1.
ported thousands of French Ian slim-
mer." Neither did we pintc-- when
Itussla deponed tens of thousands of
c.e'iuaus from llast Prut-sl- lu th early
stnues of the nor when il.ey .le'.

tens of thousands j.f Au.trlsns
from ci.illcla and llukowma ;

I9ir.. If we are going to be fnn- about
these (.liliius must protest the ,.
lies ns well as to the Hermans. Ii .lees
not fair lo pick on eer.thlng
Hermans, do while at the same time

numerous of
the Allies, TtrN kpict I'nirni,

Nrxvark. .1, December lu'
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